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Press Release 
Alakef Coffee Celebrates 20 Years of Serving the 
Upper Midwest from Downtown Duluth 

Alakef Coffee Roasters, a family-owned green coffee roaster and specialty coffee 
supplier overlooking beautiful Lake Superior from the shores of Duluth, Minnesota 
has been proud to offer the finest quality coffees and service to specialty retail shops, 
independent cafes, cooperative grocers, and restaurants for the last 20 years! 

 

Stared in 1990 by husband Nessim and Deborah Bohbot, they chose the name 
“Alakef”, referring to Arabic slang loosely translating to “hits the spot!” A wonderful 
sentiment as the coffee is sipped and savored as they reminisce over the genesis of 
their company: 
 

“We met overseas, and when we came back to the states in the 1980’s, it was hard to find a 
good cup of coffee.  “Specialty coffee” was just starting in the United States.  Good roasters 
were few and far between and Nessim was always searching for that great cup of coffee.  One 
day, Deborah was at a store and saw a small home roaster which she bought as a present for 
Nessim.  He started buying green beans and roasting his own coffee.  As we were roasting our 
own coffee at home, we started noticing the “specialty coffee” trend and thought that this was 
something we might be able to do.  So, we put our house up for collateral to get a loan, bought a 
small used roaster, and set up shop in a small room in the basement of an old school house. 
 
The first years were definitely difficult.  Deborah kept her full time job while Nessim was the 
roaster, packager, sales person, delivery person, etc. etc.  When the “workday” was finished, we 
would come home, get our small daughter to bed and then proceed to work more on the 
business.  Deborah would type the invoices and do the books by entering everything into a 

hand ledger.  Computers?? What were those?  Then 
we would both put labels on bags so that they would 
be ready to go the next day.  Money?? What was that?  
Every cent was poured back into the business and we 
lived on the one salary.  
 
But, we always kept one thing in mind.  We wanted a 
company that would not compromise on quality or 
service.  We vowed that we would always treat our 
customers with respect and provide the highest quality 
coffees, and should we one day have employees, they 
would also be treated with respect and dignity. 
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We were finally able to hire one employee after a few 
years, and then a few more and take over more and 
more of that basement in the old school house.  Ten 
years ago, we noticed that our employees did not have 
the space they needed to do their job and looked for a 
new space.  We were fortunate to be able to move into 
our present building and give our employees a good and pleasant working environment.   
 
Twenty years later, we still believe in our original philosophy.  Alakef Coffee Roasters still strives 
to provide the highest quality coffees, the best possible service and the best possible working 
environment for our employees.   
 
Our slogan of “Respect the Bean” says a lot about our company.  We buy from small plantations 
that treat their workers well and produce quality coffees. We buy many fair trade and organic 
coffees, but also buy from small farmers that might not be able to afford the organic or fair trade 
certification.   
 
Our mission has been to educate our customers about coffee and the coffee world so that you 
can educate your customers.   We respect you, our customer by providing the highest quality 
coffees coupled with the best possible service.  We feel our customer is not just the person that 
we sell our coffees to, but our partner. 
 
We respect the environment and have been working towards a more sustainable company.  
Each step we have taken over the past few years has brought us closer and closer to this goal. 
 
We now have 10 employees and also strive to treat them with the dignity and respect that they 
deserve.  We provide health and dental insurance, retirement, sick leave, vacation time, etc.  
We do this because it is the decent thing to do and because we know that without our amazing 
employees, we would not have a company.  We are a team and everyone works together to get 
you the best coffee. 
 
We hope to keep serving you for at least the next 20 years and thank all of you for supporting 
our company! 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
Deborah and Nessim 
 
P.S.  Watch for our new Anniversary Blend. 

 

 

 

 


